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procedure.
Chapters 8 and 9 are devoted to the subject of output, specifically the Output Delivery System (ODS) and SAS Graph (for presentation quality graphics). The discussion on ODS is straightforward and useful: the reader is introduced to standard listing files, print files, HMTL, RTF and PDF files. Templates and programming examples allow the beginning SAS user to quickly acquire the ability to share output with SAS and non-SAS users.
Chapter 10, the final chapter, is a very brief introduction to the macro language in SAS. Again, given the task oriented nature of the text, the reader is shown how to print out a dataset and construct a histogram using macros. The macros are quite fundamental and it is assumed that if the student feels there is a need to learn more about macros, a separate course or text is more appropriate.
The pace of the text is relentless, but the weighting and emphasis of different topics is sensible with approximately half of the book devoted to data management issues and the remainder to producing summary information in SAS. The author assumes a fairly high level of comfort with pathnames in the Windows Operating system.
In sum, this book is an excellent introduction to SAS. Many new SAS users will appreciate the wealth of SAS program files and data sets. Spencer has clearly documented every one of his programs, it is up to the diligent student to simply follow along. The title is somewhat misleading as the student who knows absolutely no SAS whatsoever will probably need more than a day to work through the ten chapters of this book. It is very clear, however, that the same student getting assistance from a knowledgeable SAS instructor could easily cover all of this material in a day and yet come away with a reasonably strong foundation upon which more SAS knowledge can be easily added.
